










On 5 May 2009, the Government’s new regulations relating 

to the collection, treatment and recycling of batteries in the 

UK came into force. They are the Waste Batteries and 

Accumulators Regulations 2009. The regulations apply to 

all ‘producers’ of batteries and accumulators. A ‘producer’ is 

anyone who places batteries and/or accumulators on the 

UK market for the first time, eg through import or 

wholesale supply. Batteries within products count 

including anything from computers and household items 

to animated toys.

All producers must now record the weights and types of 

batteries they place on the UK market. And in January 

2010, they must report quantities, broken down by weight 

of lead-acid, nickel cadmium and ‘other’ from 5 May to 31 

December 2009.

The Regulations treat large and small producers differently. 

’Large’ producers are those placing more than one tonne of 
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The Government has announced that it is to review the current waste policy in England. They will look at the most 

effective ways of reducing waste and maximising the money to be made from waste and recycling. How waste policies 

affect local communities and commercial undertakings will also be reviewed.

It is intended that the review will include:

The effect of waste policies on local communities and how local authorities can best work with people to decide on 	•	
	 the best way forward.

Exploring ways of maximising the contribution of the waste and recycling industries to the economy and the 		 •	
	 environment.

How we can move towards a zero waste economy and drastically reduce the amount of waste created.•	
Looking at the entire process of waste creation from source to disposal and minimising the amount of valuable 		 •	

	 resources sent to landfill.

Looking at a new approach to commercial waste and promoting “responsibility deals” to try and reduce the amount 	•	
	 of waste produced by the production and retail industries.

Waste policy to be reviewed
Urgency on new approaches to waste monitoring

portable batteries onto the UK market each year. They will 

have to pay for the collection, treatment, recycling and 

disposal of waste batteries in proportion to their market 

share. They will do this by joining a Battery Compliance 

Scheme, which will also register member producers with 

the appropriate environmental regulator.

’Small’ producers are those that place less than one tonne 

of portable batteries onto the UK market each year. They 

will not have to pay for the collection and treatment of 

waste portable batteries but must still register with their 

environmental regulator.

Retailers selling more than 32kg of portable batteries/

accumulators each year must take them back in-store from 

1 February 2010. The batteries will then be collected under 

arrangements with compliance schemes. However, the

regulations also allow retailers to contact any compliance 

scheme to arrange a collection, with a 21 day deadline to 

do so.




