








Safeguard your business from flooding
Let mhl protect you from the worst

At the time of writing, there were 10 flood

risks in force across the UK. With the effects

of Climate Change (whatever you believe the
cause of that is) being felt, we can expect more
extreme weather events in years to come. As an
increasing proportion of land is developed and
provided with drainage systems that instantly
transport rainwater into local rivers and streams,
the risk of flooding is set to remain a significant
threat to business continuity.

In addition to disrupting production,
experiencing a flood can cause catastrophic
damage to the fabric of the building, furniture,
raw materials, finished goods, vehicles and
transport pollutants off site leaving you also
liable to prosecution.

What's the risk?

Statistically, your business is more likely to flood
than it is to burn down, but sitting aslam on a
hill in North Wales, some people are clearly at
greater risk than others. With relaxation in
planning requirements, many homes and
businesses have been built in areas that are at

risk from flood. You can ascertain the current risk
of flooding, assessed by the Enforcement
Authority, by entering your postcode in the
‘Flood Map’ box on the Authority’s website or by
calling the Floodline on 0845 988 1188.

What can you do to prepare?

From experience, the Environment Agency
estimate that most businesses can save up to
90% of costs associated with losses of stock and
movable equipment by taking time to plan in
advance for flooding. In the same way that you
may prepare a fire action plan, preparing a flood
plan will help ensure that your staff know what
to do in the event of a flood and have the
necessary equipment and training to ensure
that damage is avoided or minimised.

If you would like help in doing this, mhl have
recently developed a business continuity
package that could be useful in protecting your
business from avoidable losses from flooding as
well as other foreseeable catastrophes. Contact
us on 08453 100 600 for more information on

this matter.
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Carbon Reduction

Initially, the big energy

consumers are being targeted

with the introduction of Carbon

Accou

These

nting Regulations 2009.
Regulations apply

broadly to any business that use
3000MW/h of electricity during
2008.Those qualifying under the

regulations must produce a

Carbon Footprint Report and

state how they will deliver

savings on their 2008 usage

during 2010.

These

regulations have teeth and

businesses that fail to produce a

Carbon Footprint Report, or fail

to produce an accurate one, face

a £5000 fine. If reduction targets

are not met, businesses will

need to ‘buy’ carbon credits from

companies who have exceeded

their reduction targets via the

emissions trading market.

Although the big users are being

targeted in the first instance, it is

likely that the qualifying

threshold for the Carbon

Accounting Regulations will

reduce over time to capture an

increasing number of businesses

and so getting to grips with your

carbon footprint is a good idea

forall.
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Environmental Update

the news in brief...

Kangaroos Invade Town

The effects of climate change
are making the residents of the
small Australian town of
Thargomindah, in the outback
of Queensland, hopping mad.
The usually quiet outback town
with a population of just 203 is
experiencing a nightly invasion
of kangaroos and emus
desperate to find food and
water amidst the worst drought

in 50 years.

Seven hundred miles west of
Brisbane in Queensland, life for
both domesticated and wild
animals is becoming
increasingly difficult but with
kangaroos having reached
plague proportions in recent
years, farmers are complaining
that they are eating any new

growth available.

Thargomindah is getting used
to the real effects of climate
change - it was from this area
that a huge dust storm that
caused havoc when it blew
into Brisbane and Sydney in
September originated. But
while such dust storms cause
temporary disruption, by far
the worst effect is the stripping
of the topsoil from Australia’s
farmlands leading to

desertification of large areas.
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Greener car scrappage

Governments success with reducing carbon dioxide emissions

The UK Government’s car scrappage scheme has been a green success according to WhatGreenCar.

With orders reaching close to 155,000 since its introduction in April 2009, the latest official data shows

buyers are choosing cars that are significantly more eco friendly, with tailpipe carbon dioxide emissions

from scrapped cars.

The figures show the average tailpipe carbon dioxide figure for a scrapped car is at least 179kg/ km

compared to a 134kg/ km average for cars bought through the scheme. This means a reduction of 459/

km, which is almost 70g/ km when fuel and vehicle production emissions are taken into account.

Fines for illegal dumping double
How to dispose of your waste properly

Figures just released by the Environment Agency
for 2008/09 have revealed that cases of illegal
dumping of waste have fallen from 851 during
2007/08 to 818. However, despite this fall in
overall convictions, fines for the most serious
cases in England and Wales have doubled from
£425,000 to £840,000 with the average fine
rising from £2800 to £6000.

According to The Environment Agency, the
increase in the level of fines reflects just how
seriously they are pursuing people who dump
waste and the dim view the courts hold of this

crime.

So what can you do to ensure that your waste
products are disposed of properly and do not
find their way onto a local lay-by? All businesses
handling waste must be licensed by the
Enforcing Authority. Businesses transporting
waste will need to hold a Carrier’s Registration
whilst those receiving waste must hold an
Environmental Permit, again issued by the
Enforcing Authority. All reputable businesses will
be happy to supply a copy of their registration

or permit upon request and those that do not,
frankly, should not be handling your waste.

Itis important that you can prove what
happened to your waste and this is also a legal
requirement although one that some waste
company operatives do not always seem to be
fully aware of. Whenever you pass on waste to
someone else, you must keep a record in the
form of a Waste Transfer Note. These come in
books with duplicate copies for the Consignor
(the person sending out the shipment), the
Carrier and the Consignee (the person finally
receiving it). Waste transfer notes must be fully
completed, properly exchanged between the
various parties and retained for 2 years from the
date of transfer.

Carrying out a Duty of Care Audit is the best way
of ensuring that you know what is happening

to your waste and that it is being handled
responsibly. You can do this yourself by using the
information on the Enforcing Authority’s website
or, if you would like this service carried out on
your behalf, please contact us for further details.
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The 10:10 Campaign
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Voluntary scheme to create energy efficiency amongst businesses

A voluntary scheme aimed at raising awareness
of energy efficiency issues and ways of reducing
waste is about to commerce and is aimed at
businesses and private individuals alike. The
"10:10" Campaign asks participants to commit
to aim for a 10% reduction (whilst guaranteeing
at least 3%) across four key contributors to their

carbon footprint:

® Grid electricity: This includes all electricity

sourced from the national grid;

* On-site fossil fuel use: Gas oil and coal used
‘on site’;

® Vehicle fuel use: This really applies to
vehicles that you control and excludes
commuting to work, taxis, on-off hired
vehicles, etc;

® Airtravel: The aim here is to reduce the
carbon footprint of your company’s air travel
by 10%.

As well as being a great way for you to make
your contribution to dealing with enhanced
greenhouse effect, signing up to 10:10 will give

you the opportunity to look at how, where
and when you use energy and look for ways to
increase efficiency which will also be good for
your bottom line.

Being part of the 10:10 scheme will also be
great opportunity for green marketing and a
good opportunity to motivate people from
within the business to get involved in
increasing efficiency. If you wish to sign up for
the 10:10 scheme, or require more
information, visit the 10:10 website at

www.1010uk.org.

If you are considering signing up to 10:10 or
would like to save money on your energy use,

why not take advantage of a full energy audit of

your business, carried out by one of our
strategic partners, who are also one of the
leading Independent Energy Management

Consultants in the UK. For more information on

this service, or any other aspect of mhl
Environmental, please contact our

Environmental Manager, Bill Collins.

Environmental Update

the news in brief...

Switzerland increases as
glaciers melt

Switzerland has expanded

its border at Italy’s expense
because of melting glaciers in
the high Alps. The Swiss
Government approved shifting
the border up to 150 meters
into Italian territory in some

areas.

The changes were made after
the Swiss Federal Office of
Topography found that the
watershed, which determined
the border in 1942, has moved
because of melting glaciers and

snow fields.

Topographer Daniel Gutknecht
says Switzerland has become“a
little bit larger” but added “we
won't be correcting the atlas”.
The Italian embassy in Bern said
the change has been approved

by Rome”’
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“'m  People Management Training:

hi How to get a happier, engaged and therefore
more productive team

Why should I choose this course? Course Content

Who should attend? The details

Venue:

Course Duration:
Fee:

Certification:

Feedback from delegates who have attended
previous Open Training Days...

Call today to book your place
08453 100 600




